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(major Work Package 

involvements specified) 

January:
•	 Meeting of EEAS Pa-

cific Division and ECOPAS 
Coordinator Team. The 
discussions covered the 
new commissioned study 
by ECOPAS for the Europe-
an Parliament on the EU’s 
development strategy, 
recent EEAS reviews, EU 
interactions with Pacific 
regional organizations, 
and communication and 
visibility issues for the EU 
in the Pacific. WP1.

•	 ECOPAS participated with 
observer status at the 
EEAS-organized meet-
ing of DG representa-
tives engaged in Pacific 
cooperation. Present were 
28 representatives of DGs 
and EEAS. The major focus 
of discussion was regional 
EDF cooperation and sec-
tor priorities on a country-
specific basis. Follow-up 
meetings for ECOPAS with 
DG-DEVCO were organ-
ized. WP1. 

March:
•	 ECOPAS met with DG 

DEVCO to discuss future 
gender-focused project 
activities, longer-term 
strategies for Pacific 
development, policy mak-
ing and research, and the 
upcoming ECOPAS study 

Welcome to the second Newsletter of the European Consortium for Pacific Studies! We are 
now half way through the project period, and we keep ourselves busy with events, meet-

ings and reports, as well as with planning future happenings in both Europe and the Pacific. In 
this issue you can read about ECOPAS activities for the past nine months, starting with our major 
climate change conference held in Suva, Fiji, in December 2013. Enjoy the read!

Eilin Holtan Torgersen
Newsletter Editor and Designer 

With our locations in Bergen, St. Andrews, Marseille and Nijmegen in Europe and Suva and Port 
Moresby in the Pacific, ECOPAS is “the project that never sleeps” - there is always something going 
on somewhere to fulfil the aims of our Work Programme. Dialogue among diverse partners in Eu-
rope and the Pacific, and the continuous exchange of many forms of knowledge concerning the 
human dimension of climate change and a range of other Pacific issues, are the key ambitions of 
the ECOPAS approach. To this end we mobilise not only the research expertise and wider network 
of the core centres for Pacific studies in Europe and the region itself, but also the performing arts, 
which form such a central element in channelling Pacific voices onto the global stage. This News-
letter, produced and published in the midst of the project’s mid-term action, well exemplifies the 
ways in which these approaches unfold simultaneously in Europe and the Pacific. I wish to thank 
the entire Consortium, and our many institutional and individual collaborative partners, for their 
dedicated work as we move on.

Professor Edvard Hviding, ECOPAS Scientific Coordinator

Welcome

“Restoring the Human to Climate Change in Oceania”
ECOPAS Conference in Suva, Fiji, December 2013

The first major ECOPAS conference, “Restor-
ing the Human to Climate Change in Oce-

ania”, took place in Suva, 6-9 December 2013, 
co-organised by WP4 (University of the South 
Pacific) and WP5 (National Research Institute 
of Papua New Guinea). There was participation 
from throughout the Consortium, as well as by 
the Scientific Advisory Board and altogether 
nearly 200 participants from throughout the 

Pacific. Centre stage was given to Pacific Island-
er narratives on climate change, as well as to a 
programme of the performing arts addressing 
issues of climate and environment. Represent-
atives of government, diplomacy, academia, 
NGOs, regional organisations, performative 
arts and environmental activism, and students 
of university and high school, met in new and 
inspiring ways. The performative arts pro-
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Honourable Tony de Brum, Minister of Foreign Affairs, the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands, addressing the conference 
attendees in his opening keynote. Photo by Eilin Holtan 
Torgersen

Kids of all ages utilising rubbish for artistic expressions and 
highlighting the impact of rubbish on the environment as 
well as the importance of recycling through the EcoArts-
project. Photo by Eilin Holtan Torgersen



for the European Parlia-
ment of EU development 
strategy for the Pacific. 
WPs 1, 3 and 7.

•	 ECOPAS	met	with	EEAS	
Pacific Division. The major 
topic of discussion was 
the draft ECOPAS study for 
the European Parliament 
of the EU’s development 
strategy for the Pacific, as 
well as potential ECOPAS 
contributions to the 
2014 SIDS conference in 
Samoa. WPs 1, 3 and 7.

•	 The	Coordinator	met	with	
Mr. Peter Vis, the Head 
of Cabinet of EU Climate 
Commissioner C. Hede-
gaard, to discuss possible 
EU funding for future 
performances of the WP4 
production “Moana: The 
Rising of the Sea”. WPs 1 
and 4.

April:
•	 The	ECOPAS	Study	Team	

for the review of EU de-
velopment strategy in the 
Pacific, commissioned by 
the European Parliament, 
presented the completed 
study to the EP’s Commit-
tee on Development. WPs 
1, 2, 3 and 7. 

•	 ECOPAS	had	a	dialogue	
meeting with the EEAS 
Pacific Division over cur-
rent issues in the Pacific 
region. Joining ECOPAS 
on the occasion was 
ECOPAS associate expert 
Mr. Fe’ilokitau Kaho Tevi 
in his PIDF capacity. Main 
matters discussed were 
the 2014 SIDS confer-
ence in Samoa, emerging 
patterns in EU-Pacific 
partnership, imminent 

Moana: The Rising of the Sea
Climate Change and Performing Arts 
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“Restoring the Human to Climate Change in Oceania”
ECOPAS conference in Suva, Fiji, December 2013 continued...

This vibrant, emotional 
and exciting perfor-

mance, addressing the 
threat of rising sea levels 
to low-lying Pacific islands, 
was created by Vilsoni He-
reniko, Peter Espiritu, Igel-
ese Ete and Allan Alo, and 
the very talented perform-

ers of the Oceania Dance Theatre and Pasifika 
Voices at the University of the South Pacific. 
The performance is a part of the USP’s Work 
Package 4 and has been co-funded by ECO-
PAS and the USP. Opening with the powerful  
poem Tell Them by Marshall Islands poet Kathy 
Jetnil-Kijiner, the performers take the audience 
through a story of cultural and geographic di-
versity, where the most prominent common 
denominator is the “Deep, Beautiful but Dan-
gerous Sea”. Premiering at the ECOPAS confer-

ence at USP in December 2013, Moana was 
performed several times during the conference 
week to conference and community audienc-
es. The performance was recorded, and the film 
has lived a life of its own, travelling to far away 
destinations, spreading the messages about 
the impacts of climate change in the Pacific.

From front right: Peter Espiritu, Vilsoni Hereniko and Igelese 
Ete. In the back: Oceania Dance Theatre and Pasifika Voices.  
All photos by Eilin Holtan Torgersen 

gramme included the world premiere of the 
large-scale ECOPAS drama production “Moana: 
The Rising of The Sea”, a half-day film festival, 
song and poetry competitions, and a public day 
of arts and crafts displays, involving students 
and children from local communities, all focus-
ing on climate and environment. In the days 
prior to and after the successful conference, a 
series of Consortium meetings were held, for 
Work Package Leaders and representatives, the 

Executive Board, and the Scientific Advisory 
Board. ECOPAS also had meetings with the EU 
Delegation in Suva, with USP leadership, and 
with representatives of Pacific diplomacy and 
regional organisations. Valuable contributions 
were made by Dr. Philippe Keraudren of the Eu-
ropean Commission’s DG-RTD, who attended 
the conference (at which he gave the closing 
keynote address) and many of the associated 
meetings.



research needs (with 
a focus on the ECOPAS 
work programme), and 
cross-sectoral regional 
approaches to sustain-
able development in new 
contexts of PACP and EDF. 
WPs 1 and 3.

•	 Interactive	Problem-based	
Workshop was hosted by 
ECOPAS and organized by 
the Centre for Pacific and 
Asian Studies at Radboud 
University Nijmegen. WPs 
1, 2, 3 and 6.

•	 The	ECOPAS	Pacific	Con-
nections Roundtable Social 
Impacts of Climate Change 
in the Pacific was organ-
ized by WP3 at the EEAS in 
Brussels, as an immediate 
follow-up of the similarly 
focused Problem-based 
Workshop in Nijmegen. 
WPs 1, 2 and 3.

June:
•	 ECOPAS	presentation	and	

attendance at conference 
on research & policy inter-
faces organized by DG-RTD, 
Research meets diplomacy: 
Europe as a Global Actor 
- Insights from the Socio-
economic sciences and 
humanities for EU external 
action. WPs 1 and 3.

•	 ECOPAS Coordinator gave 
invited keynote address at 
the 20th Annual Confer-
ence of the New Zealand 
Studies Association (Oslo, 
25-28 June 2014), fol-
lowed by film screening of 
“Moana: The Rising of the 
Sea”. WP 1.

ECOPAS’s second Problem Based Workshop 
was co-organised by WP3 and WP6, man-

aged by Centre for Pacific Island Studies at the 
University of St. Andrews and the Centre for 
Pacific and Asian Studies, Radboud University 
Nijmegen. Taking place in Nijmegen on 9-10 
April, the workshop addressed the impacts 
of climate change in the Pacific by looking at 
aspects of social and cultural life, and local 
knowledge. While discussing how the global 
community often emphasizes an overly ‘tech-
nical’ approach to climate change adaptations, 
the 17 workshop participants emphasized how 
solutions and adaptations to climate change 
should equally be considered through the di-
versity of cultural and social views on how land 
and people are connected. As a continuation 
of the Problem Based Workshop in Nijmegen, 

WP3 organised the ECOPAS “Pacific Connec-
tions” Roundtable entitled “Social Impacts of 
Climate Change in the Pacific” at the EEAS in 
Brussels 11 April 2014. A seriers of short pres-
entations on the work of social scientists and 
civil society on the social impacts of climate 
change in the Pacific was followed by an open 
discussion of how policy and projects can best 
take account of research evidence and the con-
nections made by Pacific peoples. Total attend-
ance 25, with representatives from EEAS and 
DGs RTD, EVCO, CLIMA, ENVIR etc., the ACP 
Secretariat, and the Brussels embassies of Tu-
valu and Timor Leste. A focused final discussion 
took place on EU-based research contributions 
(through the ECOPAS platform) to the further 
development of EU policies for PACPs.

The Social Impacts of Climate Change in the Pacific
Second Problem Based Workshop in Nijmegen and Pacific Connections in Brussels

EU Development Strategy in the Pacific
The ECOPAS Parliamentary Study
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“Restoring the Human to Climate Change in Oceania”
ECOPAS conference in Suva, Fiji, December 2013 continued...

The ECOPAS Study Team for the review of 
EU development strategy in the Pacific, 

commissioned by the European Parliament, 
presented the completed study to the EP’s 
Committee on Development on April 7. The 
presentation was chaired by Madame Eva Joly, 
Chair of the Committee on Development, and 
included a comment on EU-Pacific cooperation 
from the EEAS (by Carmen Ruiz-Serrano), and 
a Q&A session for parliamentarians. Presenta-
tions for the ECOPAS Study team were held by  
Professor Edvard Hviding and Dr. Tony Crook, 
with a comment on EU development coopera-
tion in the Pacific by ECOPAS associate expert 

Mr. Fe’iloakitau Kaho Tevi of the IUCN and the 
PIDF, Fiji. The study presentation was followed 
by invited attendance to a reception, dur-
ing which the ECOPAS delegation had wide-
ranging discussions with parliamentarians and 
parliament staff. ECOPAS delegation to the 
European Parliament: Professor Edvard Hvid-
ing and Ms. Camilla A. Borrevik (WP1-7), Dr. 
Simonne Pauwels (WP2), Dr. Tony Crook, Pro-
fessor Sue Farran, Dr. Craig Lind and Mr. Simon 
Kenema (WP3), and associate Pacific expert Mr. 
Fei’loakitau Kaho Tevi.

From right: Mr. Tevi, Dr. Crook and Professor Hviding. Photo 
by Dr. Craig Lind.



ECOPAS at SIDS in Samoa

ECOPAS Seminar Series at CREDO

The ongoings of Work Package 2

museums and general country facts. The core of the da-
tabase is to provide scholars with the opportunity to 
create rich profiles and make them publicly available. 
So far, nearly 250 scholars specialising on the Pacific 
have added their expertise to this resource framework, 
contributing significantly to linking and making avail-
able knowledge on the Pacific. www.pacific-studies.net  
is expected to continue to grow and to become an im-
portant interface for scholars and policy-makers.

ECOPAS Participant and managers of Work Package 
2, the Centre for Research and Documentation on 

Oceania (CREDO) at the University of Marseille, France, 
in May and June devoted their weekly seminar series to 
presentations related to the ECOPAS project. Five dif-
ferent speakers, including Gabriele Weichart, Manuel 

Rauchholz, Florenze Brunois and ECOPAS participants 
Toon van Meijl and Craig Lind, presented ethnographic 
papers addressing issues of environmental change in 
relation to social and economical life, as well as rela-
tionships between people, land and sea in the Pacific. 

www.ecopas.info
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The Third UN Conference on Small Island Developing 
States was held in Apia, Samoa, 1-4 September. The 

conference theme was “the sustainable development 
of small island developing States through genuine and 
durable partnerships” , and included six multi-stake-
holder partnership dialogues, held in parallel with the 
plenary meetings. ECOPAS was accredited to the con-

ference and our delegation consisted of Dr. Tony Crook 
(WP3) and Ms Camilla Borrevik (WP1), while Professor 
Elisabeth Holland and other representatives of WP4 
were active as panel organisers. The opening ceremony 
was choreographed by ECOPAS participant Tuilagi Al-
lan Alo.

WP2, in collaboration with ECOPAS partners and 
in consultation with the wider community, has 

made available a first version of the integrated Pacific-
resources database that is one of the outcomes of the 
ECOPAS project. Hosted at www.pacific-studies.net, it 
currently contains references to nearly 400 000 books, 
and records of 4000 archival, 7000 video and audio, and 
22 image items concerning the Pacific. It also provides 
country-based navigation which includes references to 
important and official websites, indigenous languages, 


